Initial observation on albendazole in combination with cimetidine for the treatment of human cystic echinococcosis.
Concentrations of albendazole were measured, by high-pressure liquid chromatography, in 19 patients being treated for cystic echinococcosis. All of the patients were given three 4-week courses of albendazole (20 mg/kg/day), separated by 10-day-long drug-free intervals. Seven patients also received three courses of cimetidine (10 mg/kg/day). Concentrations of albendazole sulphoxide (ABZSX) were significantly higher in samples of bile and hydatid cyst fluid from the patients receiving albendazole and cimetidine than in those from patients receiving albendazole alone (P < 0.05). The therapeutic benefit of the combined drug treatment, which was well-tolerated, was more than that with albendazole alone.